


truth in decorating

Bruce Bananto and
Alexa Hampton with bar
cabinets by Armani/
Casa, left, and Oscar de
la Renta for Century
Furniture, See Resources.

ThelO Mos
Brilliant Bar Cabinets

Alexa Hampton and Bruce Bananto toast these
cocktail-hour essentials. Chin-chin!
Text by Mitchell Owens - Photography by William A. Bovd Jr.
"roduced by Alison Hall

As you raise a glass of good cheer this holiday sesson, give silent  lines of fine 1950s furniture, fully understands the form's allure. Just
thanksto Franklin D. Roosevelt, The 32nd presidant’s repeal of Prohibi-  opening its doors is "a symbol of celebration,” says Bananto, who
tionin 1233 gave stylish hosts the impetustotipple intha open—and  also admines its built-in storage.
to invaest in glamorous bar cabinets that could houss thair hooch in suit- For the spirited traditionalist Alexa Hampton (“I'm a red-wine gal but
able splendor, Though Roosevelt called for a cold beer after he signad m in a whiskey-sour frame of mind these days"), the signal joy of abar
the 21st Amendment, he preferred martinis—made of three partsgin - cabinat Isn't the libations. Itis the opportunity to pack its nooks and
to one part vermouth and garmished with a single olive. crannias with “glittering, shining things—corkscrews and cocktail
Modern-minded architectural designer Brucae Bananto, who appreci-  shakears and every sort of accoutrement you can imagine.” As the inte-
ates a good frozen margarita almost as much as he does the tailored  rior designer explains, “You want it to be about sybaritic fun.” [
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| BAR CABINET BY
OSCARDE LA RENTA
FOR CENTURY
FURNITURE

“Very playful,” says Alexa
Hamptan of this chinoiserie de-
light. "Tredliswork is 50 da n-
gueur now.” In addition to the
ceep shelves and easy-wipe
glass-and-mirmar Interiar, she
poinis out that the open panels
allgw for parsonal style. “You
could back tham with fabric or
mirmor for added comph,”
Width: 367 hislght: B4°. depti 207, ma-
torial: hardwood solids and vensers
im chakc-white (other finkshas avall-
abis) with glass shalves. antiqued-
miirrer back, and inbarior lighis:
defivery: 8=8 woaks; price: 510,783

0 KNOWLEDGE BAR
CABINET BY KINDEL
FURNITURE CO.

“Sight lines are important ina
room, 50 it's good ta have a
bar that you can hang a picture
over,” Hampton nates, “Plus,
I'm a stickler for congtruction
and always happy when the

jeints are solid and carafully fit-

ted. It's simple but not plain,
and the finish i5s sexy-alegant.”
Wideh: 32%; height: 50°; depth: 22"
matedial: charry salids and venoars
i currant findsh on the cabinet and
champagne finish on the base [other
finishes avallable) with 1op and
shaélvas of palyrasin, and Brushed-
branze hardwars: gelkvary: 4-8
weshs: price; 57,082

truth in decorating

JRIESLING BARUNIT
BY ARMANI/CASA

“This pneis a favarite,” Bruce
Bananto announces. *The ma-
terials ars nicely matchad, the
doors fold back. and thare's a
great deal of thoughtiulness™—
the interior [s pedded with a
waterproof fabric that lnoks like
silk. The minima&st, opan metal
base is ideal for displaying “a
stack of lacquered boxes™ or a
large Chinese vase, “You can
put your own stamp on r.”
Width: 28%; helght 85°; depths 18%;
malerial: beach in black-ocher finigh
[othar materials and finishes avad-
abbe} with waterprooi-fabric lning
and brenzed-brass base; delivery:
18-18 wikaks; grice: 517,030

~5T.GERMAIN
MODULAR CABINET BY
JIUN HO FROM DENNIS
MILLER ASSOC.

Bananto is struck by the fine
details, stating that the “lack of
visible hardware gives it a
clean look.” He also approves of
thie drop front's faux-panchment
panal {“very convincing”) and
the top-mounted wood sarving
tray {"it's protty on its own”)
The adjustable storage units
gat 8 thumbs-up o0,

Width: 32.5%; hedght: 417; depth: 18%;
maferkal: maple with faux-parchment
finigh i door (Gther Matanals and
finishes availablel: deliveny 16
wanhs; price: 58,962

FHYANNIS PORT BAR
SECRETAIRE BY

ERIC JOURDAN FOR
LIGNE ROSET

“The abonized oak i hand-
some,” Hampton says. “The
curved back Is greet—and it's
finished, so you could stand
itinthe middle of a rcom asa
divider.” She also admines its
capacious storage and nonbar
countenance. “Sometimes
vou just want a bar not to call
too much attention to itseif.”
Widsh; 21%; height: 58%; depth: 18°:
matesial: oak vensar in abony finish
[athar matedials and fintahes avall.
abla) with polished-chrome base
and hardwane: daliverys 2=3 weakd;
price: $3,130

= NADIA BUFFET

BY MITCHELL GOLD +
BOBWILLIAMS

“It hits that sweet spot of
heights—not too tall, not too
short, It won't dominate a
raom,” Hampton says. “It's also
not too deap, S0 it Goesn 't 58em
bulky, The subtle directional
wood grain on the doors s at-
tractive and a fine addition to
the design. it's sturdy as well,
which Is a quality you want fram
a bar cahinat, becauss yvou're
leading it with ligquor and wine,”
Width: 40 heightz 56.57] depih; 20%:
matarial: parawoaod solids and
mahogany veneers in coca finish;
delivery: immédiate; prica: 51,525

[
s

4 KIOSK BUTLER'S
CABINET FROM

THE BRILL SOFIELD
COLLECTION BY BAKER
“It's the perfect scale fora
small apartment,” Hampton
observas. “For something so
diminutive, it has a tarrific
amount of space for glasses
and bottles, The integral sen-
irvg trays are adorable, and the
gaold finish is beautiful. | also
lowe its cute knobby kKness,”
Width: 29%; heights 50057 depth; 157
mataskal: mapio salids and venears
in basak finish with lscquered doors,
mirrored intarkar, wood sarving
traye, and bronze hasdware, dellv-
ary: §=8 woeks: price; 58,738

7 LUMINE BAR CABINET
BY THOMASVILLE

“It"s dark on the outside, but
when you open the doors, it's
2l whife and mirmor, which gives
it & frash fesling,” Bananto re-
ports, plainly pleasad. "You
could probably stere a dozen
goblets on the metal hanging
racks. And | like the bhackit
acrylic panel inside a lot, It al-
ways helps when you can Saa
what you're mixing,”

Width: 43°: hadght: T1"; depin: $3°;
matarial; walnut and hardwood sal-
w5 in gclipga finksh on the externior
and paarl finish oA tha infedior wilh
glass-starage racks, nickel-plate
mascwara, ard Backlit imerior panel;
dplivery: 4=8 weaks; price: 33,868

SLARKSPUR BAR
CABINET BY MARTHA
STEWART FURNITURE
FOR BERNHARDT

“All of Martha Stawart's de-
signs are tasteful and intefli-
gent,” Bananto avers. “The
falt liner is excellent, and the
mirrered pullout counter s
nice.” He |a further taken with
the gleaming door handles
that seamlessly blend into the
indaid nickel ornamentation:
“It's a simple touch that gives
this cabinet real integrity.”
Width: 42%; height: 58] depih: 23%;
matarial: primavera venears in sable
finlsh with mirored interior and
polished-nickel hardwars; defivery:
immediale; price: 51,585

I0LIPP TALL CABINET
EY JULIAN CHICHESTER
“This is superfun!” Hampton
exclaims, tracing the iplike
carvings that add a Magritte-
surreal touch, *It's contempo-
rary, but the designis a
traditional cabinet-on-stand.
It's also blg anaugh to anchor
araom and make a statemant,
And the exaggerated grain of
the doors I8 8 striking contrast
1o the smooth sides.”

Width: 517; hobght; 38%; depih: 23.5%;
material: cak (alss available in Blask
Frudtwaad) with patinatad-matal
base and aged-brass hardware; do-
livery: 12 weeks; price: 55,3058

The opinions lsatured & those af ELLE DECORA's guast experts end donot necessariy moresant these of the editors. All measurements, dalivery times, and prices are appraxdmate For details ses Resources
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