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his is an old Vicworian thar was built io

1898." says Jiun Ho, describing the resi-
dence he remodeled in te Castro Disrict
of San Francisco. "After a few major
carihquakes, nothing abour this house
was siraighe. Mot the Aocrs, not the cetl-

1 ings, not the walls—eothing. " The designer
thought it best 1o stanm from seratch
"Originally i was three separate apart-
ments,” be explaing. "The challenge was
to combine the oo into one big house
We bad 1o gut nearly the whole dhing.”
But Ho wanted to maintain some of
the surucoure’s Victorian architeciural
demail. "Cm the firs Noor, I ook every-
thing out excepr the staircase,” he says,
"It gives you a real sense of the hisvary of
this house.” He also preserved the from
facade. "lts shape and details are typically
Viotorian,” he moves. The colors were pale
yellow and peach. "Those aren's the mos
flanering colors,” he adds. “I stripped
them down and painted it mare-modern
Benjamin Moore shades of blue-tinted

dark grey with white mim.” He replaced
the front door with a custom white-oak
door that has bronze detailing

"1 consider mysell modern, but |
think classical design is important,™
explains Ho, who starmed his cponymois
company in 1999 and is known for his
sleck furnishings collections and the
sculprural fixtures he creates for Boyd
Lighting. “Paul Hastings began collecting
my pleces abour nine years ago,” says Ho
of his client, the CEO of a biotechnaol-
gy company in the Bay Area. Hastings
selected Ho as his designer because of
Ho's use of milored forms, dark wood,
crisp fabrics and the way he successfully
balances comifor and ebegance.

The first ficor consists of mostdy pub-
lic space that includes the living and
dining rooms and the kitchen. In the
living reom, the flooring s Brazilian
walmut, and there's a tupe-grey Venetian-
plasier wall, Ho designed a Buropean-
influenced dte-a-téie and an onoman,
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and arranged them near a steel-paneled
wall and massive fire surround. “The
fireplace is eco-friendly,” savs Ho, "It
just needs ethanol, | like o create things
that are unexpected. People want a dra
matc inrerior that inspires them bust is
siill livable.” The fire surround separates
the living room from the dining room,
where Ho placed Vigo chairs from his
collecton around & square, expandable
able. A custom wool rug from Holanson
adds pexrure o the room, while an enor
mous cylindrical pendant anchors i, ]
asked Boyd Lighting to customize my
Spledl design,™ he adds, "It"s like a big
drum. When you sit down and lock up,
you see eight beautiful copper arms that
comnect o3 round dise”

Ho also infused the kitchen with a
bit of the unexpected. He installed an
eighr-fodst-long backsplash made of tem-

Had

pered milk plass embedded with energy-
saving LED lighting, "It's controlled by a
computer graphic card that can wrn the
glass more than 2 million different colors,”
he says. The kitchen, overlooking a gar-
den, functions as the center of the howse
and features a deck. “Pad likes 1o cook,
and the kitchen |s where e entemains and
gathers with friends,” Ho explains. “He
does a lot of barbocuing, so he wanted sur-
faces that were casy to clean and take care
of.” The island is topped with dark swone
from CacsarStone, and applinces such 45 4
warming drawer, micowave and cappuoc
cing machine are hidden in a whive-lac
quered panary o reduce chumer

The second floor comprises guest
rooms and a goest bath. "They re very
casual,” says the designer.
really feel like they're in Califormia ™ Ho
designed beds and side wables for the

“Guests

roarms, and catfimed one of them with
Pollack silk drapertes and a hand-knotted
woe] rug from Endless Knot, The master
Suife GOCUpies the entize Lo fosar. “The
rocdline is an &-frame,” says Ho. “There
aren't beautiful all draperies. The cli-
cnt wanted to bring in a bot of light and
the trees, VWhen you stand on the deck,
the space looks like a tree howse.”™ The
designer outfitted the suite with mostly
oustam buili-in furmitoee, *T coold Fve o
st the master bedroom,”™ says Hastogs

“Paul wanted an organized, sraight-
forward howse that would be easy o
maintain,” says Ho. “If was important
to create a modern space, bat one that
interprets 5an Francisco's rich past, 1
coutldn’t disregard our Victorian archi-
tectizral history. Our foundartions were
la3d during that era, lertng San Francisco
become the city 1t Is ioday.” -
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oppasibe, keft T removed all of the walls on the
top Floor and msds it a single open space that™s
nicr e master suibe,” nctos Ho, who custom-
ized a walnut headboand vt vaibh bl -in

zicho tabiles for the bedroom. opposite, dght &
reciarcaod diasck off the master bedroom, which
feaires an A-frame roofine. thés pags Ho
desiongd a cusiom bed and a pair of sida tables
fowr 1hag QST POy, whore there am Pollack sl
draperies and a wool rug from Endiess Knot
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