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ARCHITECTURE AND INTERIOR DESIGN / RICHARD FELIX-ASHMAN,
HANDEL ARCHITECTS

HOME BUILDER / ALEXANDRA KOVACS JONES AND DAN MATAROZZI,
MATAROZZI PELSINGER BUILDERS, INC.

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE / ERIC AND SILVINA BLASEN,
BLASEN LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
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A HISTORIC BAY AREA REMODEL
BLENDS THE PRESENT WITH THE PAST.

N BY LINDA HAYES / PHOTOGRAPHY BY AARON LEITZ
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architect and desig

n's sensibllities as an
er ¢

ner converge as he
recalls his first impression of the stately San

Francisco | u:iu:r‘.ce ne's since restored as
a West Coast home for his New York City
clients. “It was quite stunning. It had a very urban fagade
inspired by the brick and limestone house fronts on the
Place de Vosges in Paris and the feel of a grand Normanay
country home in the back, and you could see the magnificent
oroportions of the ar‘ch'tpcturp” he says. “That resonated
strongly as we started to think about what it could be.

Buiit in 1930 by famed Bay Area architect Albert Farr, the
home had seen better days. "It was 8 hodaepo«jge inside,
and too drafty and cold,” shares one of the owners. "We
thought we could renovate It aver time, until | went 10 plug
my laptop into a wall s d there were no
three-prong piugs a *yutm re i'*. the use., We thought,
'‘We might as well gut it out.”
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A wood-floor inset by Schotten & Hansen
replaces a traditional rug under a custom table
by Troscan Design, the chairs are by Dessin
Fournir. Above is a Lindsey Adelman chandelier.
At the far end of the table is a bronze sculpture,
Two Women Walking, by Stephen de Staebles,
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As Felix-Ashman orchestra
1e |left the reception level's g:‘ar‘:c‘ propor tions mostly

sans of rooms that were

p and bottom floors.

ntact while he opened up the warre
ynce delegated o o waitstaff on the to
Norking with architects Jessica Vass and Jessica WL
signers Alice Crumeyrolle ana As! Herman,
Ealix-Ashman mined historical texis on French houses
nspiration 10 INCOrPoO period-appropriate moldings
Qi&SI@?‘»‘/O” « and materials such as French limesione and
4 barnwood. “The 1930 vintage also brings Deco
Ad this weaves with the Frencn City
nd gives cues for

(
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~.¢/’tq ':1 lé‘
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-
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reclaime

to the story," he says, a

)
-y
'.')

narrative, brings a sense of mode
furnishings and other detalls.”

Light, 100, was parameo unt. so the team expanaed the

dark entry hall and added lerraces off the dining room
and living area 10 es‘z.at)l:sh a better connection with the

Ashmai

by Inserting an expansive

garden below. el X- also created more openness
arched opening between the

-— -

dining room and kitchen, ana

“added oversize & hed steel-frame winGows 10

in 8 modern fake

)
)

L ) 1*'1’1'

ated the home’s transformation,

|, alonO

e on that

.
L - L

the enlarged garden level
and muntins are € S

i the view,” says the arrr‘nte-':;. ne vista
oYy \angscape
na Blasen. "It

Y . > .
o ‘\.)'-.” QDC’] Was

-—

was a jungle
the home

D

to make it more useful and attractive from
as well as Ox:tside."
Other decisions, such as i

automation sysier

the instaliaton f

and new copper pmm ar'a"“ssec the home's
functionality. General contractor Dan Matarozzi, project

nanager Alexandra Kovacs Jones and superintendent
Robin Beauchamp oversaw the construction work and
ensured all the intricate finish details were installed

oroperly. “It speaks volumes of the skill attr ibutable to the
many artisans, plumbers, plasterers, cabinetmakers and
other tradespeople on the job wno helped bring the bones
of the house up to date anad Creaic interiors that were a

throwback to the traditional style,” Kovacs Jones says.
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Hidden openings in the libra
paneling contain a TV and dasgg_ﬂnad
whiskey bar. The custom sofagarmchair
and ottomans are George Smslh.'ﬁ‘wro
— brass trays are by Studio Romo and
B the ceiling light is by Soane Britain.



